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Port Macquarie City Bowling Club Limited
ABN 71 001 056 211

Notice
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WILL BE HELD IN THE CLUB ROOMS 

ON SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER, 2011 AT 10.00AM

 
Agenda

Business of the Meeting Shall Include:
1.	 Confirmation of minutes from the previous Annual Meeting.

2.	 To receive reports from the Board of Directors.

3.	 To receive and consider the income and expenditure accounts, the balance sheet and report of  

	 the auditor.

4.	 To receive, consider and if thought fit, pass the notice of Special Resolution.

5.	 (a) To approve the payments of the following honorarium as recommended by the Board for 	

	 the year ended 2012.

		

		  CHAIRMAN......................................$7,000.00

		  TREASURER....................................$7,000.00

		  DEPUTY CHAIRMAN.......................$3,000.00

	 (b) That the remaining five (5) Directors receive an honorarium of $2,500.00 each for the year  

	 2012 paid pro rata to their service.

	 6. To consider the following recommendations from the Board of Directors for the provisions of:

	 (a) The reasonable cost of beverages for each Director immediately after a Board of Directors

	 meeting.

	 (b) Reasonable expenses incurred by Directors in relation to such other duties including 

	 entertainment of special guests to the club and other promotional activities performed by 

	 Directors which activities and the expenses are approved by the Board before payment is 

	 made on production of proper documentation of expenditure.

	 (c) Reasonable expenses for the holding of annual end of term of office dinner for Board of 

	 Directors, their special guests and dignitaries.

	 (d) The reasonable cost of Directors and their spouses attending the General Meetings of 

	 affiliated professional associations.

	 (e) The reasonable cost of Directors attending seminars, lectures, trade displays and other 

	 similar events as may be determined by the Board of Directors from time to time.

7.	 General Business.

Notice of Special Resolution
Members will be asked to consider, and if thought fit, pass the following Special Resolution:
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Special Resolution 1

Members will be asked to consider and, if thought fit, pass the following Special Resolution: 
“That the members hereby approve the required amendments to the club’s constitution (as tabled) 
to reduce the quorum required for general meetings to seventy (70) Life Members and/or financial 
Ordinary Members (excluding Junior Members).”

Explanatory notes to be read in conjunction with Special Resolution 1:

In recent years the club has struggled to achieve a quorum at general meetings.The change to be 
introduced is that the quorum for general meetings will be seventy members entitled to attend and vote 
(previously the quorum was 100 members).

Reconvening a general meeting runs the risk of interfering with other activities of the club, including 
games of bowls.  A reconvened general meeting costs the club additional money to hold.

Advice received by the club notes that if the current quorum of 100 members is not reached, the 
reconvened general meeting can be held with as few as 2 members on any day and at any time within 
30 days as determined by the Board and without any notice required to be given to members.

The proposed reduction in the quorum for general meetings is comparable to other similar sized clubs, 
and conforms to the requirements of the Corporations Act and Registered Clubs Act.

A special resolution must be passed as a whole and cannot be amended from the floor of the meeting 
or divided into two or more separate resolutions.  The majority required for passing a special resolution 
is seventy-five per cent (75%) of members present and voting at the meeting.

The full wording of the amendment to the constitution is as follows:
Amend the Constitution of Port Macquarie City Bowling Club Limited by replacing Article 70 with the 
following:

70. No business shall be transacted at a General Meeting (including an Annual General Meeting) 
unless a quorum of members is present at the time when the meeting proceeds to business.  
Seventy (70) Life Members and/or financial Ordinary Members (excluding Junior Members) 
shall constitute a quorum at such meeting.

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Any financial member of the Club attending the Annual General Meeting who needs clarification on 
any matter relating to the Financial Statements contained herein is requested to please submit your 
questions in writing to the C.E.O. no later than the 9th September 2011, so that your questions may be 
answered fully at the meeting. Any member requiring a detailed profit and loss account please contact 
the undersigned.

Larry Collins
C.E.O. 
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PORT MACQUARIE CITY BOWLING CLUB LIMITED

MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
PORT MACQUARIE CITY BOWLING CLUB LIMITED

MEETING held within the CLUB ROOMS at 9.30am on 
SATURDAY, 11TH SEPTEMBER 2010.

PRESENT: There were 135 members in attendance as per attendance book.

The Chairman indicated that a quorum had been achieved and opened the meeting welcoming all in 

attendance and recognising Club Patron Rae Plews, Life Members of the Club Ltd and Life Members 

of the Men’s and Women’s Bowling Clubs. 

The Chairman requested that all in attendance stand in silent respect for those members who passed 

away during the year.  

APOLOGIES: There were 5 apologies received on behalf of members.

Moved Reg Lucas		  Seconded Greg Laird that apologies be accepted. 	
Motion Carried.

INTRODUCTION OF HEAD TABLE
The Chairman introduced those seating at the head table.

MINUTES
Moved Tony Newell	 Seconded Keith Roach that the
Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 12th September, 2009 as published 
and distributed be confirmed.

Motion Carried.

MATTERS ARISING

CHAIRMAN OF DIRECTORS REPORT

Moved Dave Keller		 Seconded Judy Brady that the Chairman’s Report as read and 

published be received and adopted.

Motion Carried.

CHAIRMAN’S ADDITIONAL REMARKS

I would like to start my additional remarks by again referring to our mission statement on page 21 of 

the Annual Report. The achievement of this mission is becoming increasingly more difficult by the 
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interference our industry is suffering from the governments of the day both at State and Federal levels.

After having suffered the iniquitous poker machines tax imposed by the State Government, followed 

by the IPART enquiry into the industry, smoking bans and the latest Federal Productivity report, we 

have in recent days seen an expedient decision by the Prime Minister, given to an independent elected 

by some 13,000 votes in Tasmania, in which he sought poker machine bets be limited to $1 per bet, 

which this independent believes will solve problem gambling. By acquiescing to this request the PM 

has acquired this independent’s support to form the next government and it is obvious that this, and  

not a genuine effort to assist problem gamblers, is the real reason for the PM’s support of this  

ridiculous demand, which could be a killer blow to many clubs throughout Australia, large, medium 

and small.

In all discussions with Clubs Australia the Government had guaranteed that before a legislation is 

introduced at Federal level or recommendations made to the States that consultation would be entered 

into with the Clubs national body to ensure that the industry was not unduly disadvantaged. This 

guarantee has apparently gone out the window for the sake of expediency toensure the government 

achieved the required number of independents’ support to form a new government.

Let’s just consider this problem gambling situation. To listen to Messrs Wilkie and his senator mate Nick 

Xenephon one could assume that the only form of gambling available in this country is poker machine 

gambling. Any thinking person would be aware that if there were no poker machines in Australia we 

would still have problem gamblers using the other forms available to satisfy their problem. No mention 

has been made to limit bets on the TAB or internet where there is no supervision of the kind that clubs 

provide and no harm minimisation procedures in place.

The other missing ingredient in the whole gambling debate, which to me is probably more important 

than any of the suggested changes, is summed up in two words ‘personal responsibility’. Why do we, 

as providers of facilities to our members for their enjoyment, have responsibility for the behaviour of 

the very small minority of members and visitors who don’t take any responsibility for their actions and 

fall into the category of problem gamblers? The last independent survey has these gamblers as less 

than 0.5% of poker machine players. The vast majority of poker machine players are responsible and  

gamble within their means and enjoy their flutter, in most cases realising that their limited flutter is  

assisting to provide the facilities that they enjoy each time they visit their club. All the intended  

reforms which the government is advocating are designed to help the small percentage of players who  

cannot take personal responsibility for their actions. For this guy Wilkie to suggested that a maximum 

bet of $1 will go a long way towards solving problem gambling is naive and ignores all the other forms 

of gambling available to these people.

The outcome of all these enquiries and government interference in our industry points to a very  

difficult period ahead in which your incoming Board will have to be diligent and keep abreast of the best  

practices to keep our club operating profitably and in the best interests of all our members.

The club’s policy of transparency and keeping the membership informed will continue and at all times 

the interests of our members will be foremost in any decision making emanating from the Boardroom.



FINANCE REPORT	

Moved Tony Owens	 Seconded Tony Newell that the Independent Audit Report, Directors’ 

Report and declaration for the financial year ended May 31st, 2010 be received.

Moved Neville Schwartz	 Seconded Ken Taylor that the Income Statement and Balance Sheet 

for the financial year ended 31st May, 2010 be received.

Moved Robyn Biddle	 Seconded Faye Martin that the Cash Flow Statement and Notes to and 

forming part of the financial statement for the year ended May 31, 2010 be received.

AUDITORS REPORT
The Chairman called upon Auditor, Rod Smith, of Northcorp Accountants, to present his report to the 

members.

Auditor, Rodney Smith of Northcorp Accountants reviewed the Financial Statements for yearend  

31st May 2010.

A letter of concern from Mr Tom Cornforth was tabled and discussed.

TREASURERS REPORT

Moved Ron Whitehead	 Seconded Paul Brady that the Independent Audit Report, Directors  

Report and declaration for the financial year ended May 31st, 2010 be adopted.

Motion Carried.

Moved Alan Buss		  Seconded Terry Schollum that the Income Statement and Balance 

Sheet for the financial year ended May 31st, 2010 be adopted.

Motion Carried.

Moved Reg Lucas		  Seconded Ken Tonkin that the Cash Flow Statement and notes to and 

forming part of the financial statement for the financial year ended May 31st, 2009 be adopted.

Motion Carried.

ORDINARY RESOLUTION

The following nomination for Life membership to the Port Macquarie City Bowling Club was received 

resolved and is recommended by the Board in accordance with Article 10. (a) of the Constitution of the 

Port Macquarie City Bowling Club Ltd.
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NOMINATION

We hereby ask the Club Limited Board under Section 10 (a) of the Port Macquarie City Bowling Club 

Constitution for Rex Holihan to be nominated for Life Membership for his continued meritorious service 

to the Club.

Rex joined the Port City Club in December 1989. Rex has been a Director for 14 years, being Deputy 

Chairman and Greens Director for 3 years and has held positions on the Finance and House and Social 

Committees.

Rex also held positions on the Bowls Committee including Secretary and Publicity Officer, and also 

assisted the Board of Directors for 6 years in the poker machine clearances.

Nominated				    Seconded

Reg Lucas				N    eville Schwartz

President Port City Men’s Club	 	 Life Member/Director   

Motion Carried.

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

The Chairman Mr Bob Langham read the following special resolution to the members present.

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

Special Resolution 1:

“That the members hereby approve the required amendments to the club’s constitution (as tabled) to 

ensure that the club correctly conforms to the current requirements of the Corporations Act, Registered 

Clubs Act and the Liquor Act, and that the club’s constitution meets modern club industry standards.”

Explanatory notes to be read in conjunction with Special Resolution 1:

The amendments to the club’s constitution largely deal with minor changes that have been made to 

the Corporations Act, Registered Clubs Act, and Liquor Act over the past two years.  A number of  

compliance statements that are generally part of club constitutions have also been added.

A change has also been made to remove the requirement for new members to be nominated and  

seconded for membership.  All other procedures dealing with new memberships remain the same.   

The nomination for membership must still go before the board for scrutiny and endorsement.

A copy of the amendments is available from the secretary of the club.

A special resolution must be passed as a whole and cannot be amended from the floor of the meeting 

or divided into two or more separate resolutions.  The majority required for passing a special resolution 

is seventy-five per cent (75%) of members present and voting at the meeting.
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The Club’s CEO Larry Collins gave an explanation to the nature and reason for the change in the  

articles and the resolution.

Moved Tony Owens	 Seconded Paul Barry

Motion Carried.

DECLARATION OF THE POLL

The Chairman called upon Returning Officer, John Jones to address the meeting on the results of the 

Ballot for the Board of Directors. 

The Chairman declared all positions vacant and invited Patron, Rae Plews to take the chair.  

Returning Officer, John Jones addressed the meeting indicating that there were a total of 307 members 

who voted this year, which was made up of 97 female bowlers 177 male bowlers and 33 votes cast on 

behalf of social members.

Chairman: 

Bob Langham was duly appointed Chairman to hold office until the next Annual General Meeting.

Deputy Chairman: 

Neville Schwartz was duly appointed Deputy Chairman to hold office until the next Annual General 

Meeting.

Treasurer:

Adrian Fakes was duly appointed Treasurer to hold office until the next Annual General Meeting.

Directors: 

Reg Lucas, Jim Cranna, Robyn Biddle, Tony Newell and Bruce Thompson were duly appointed  

Directors to hold office until the next Annual General Meeting.

REMARKS FROM THE CHAIRMAN

On behalf of the members of the incoming Board, I thank you for your confidence in electing us to 

manage the affairs and assets of your Club over the next two years.

I can assure you that all decisions made at Board level will, at all times continue to be in the interests 

of the members of our great club. 

To the retiring members of the Board thank you for your efforts and contributions over the many years 

that you have served and especially your efforts over the past twelve months. 
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HONORARIUM

To approve the payment of the following honoraria as approved by the Board for the year 2010-2011 

in advance. 

Moved Paul Brady		 Seconded Alan Marchant that the payment of $7,000.00 honorarium 

for the Chairman for the year 2010/2011 be adopted. 

Moved Paul Brady		 Seconded Ron Whitehead that the payment of $7,000.00 honorarium 

for the Treasurer for the year 2010/2011 be adopted.

Moved John Carn		  Seconded Ron Turner that the payment of $3,000.00 honorarium for 

the Deputy Chairman for the year 2010/2011 be adopted.

Moved Jim O’Brien	 Seconded John Franklin that the payment of $2,500.00 honorarium 

pro rata to their services for the remaining five (5) Directors for the year 2009/2010 be adopted. 

AGENDA ITEMS 7(a) TO 7(e) RECOMMENDATIONS

C.E.O. explained that the agenda items 7(a) to 7(e) needed to be approved for the following reasons. 

7. To consider the following recommendations from the Board of Directors for the provisions of:

	

	 (a) The reasonable cost of beverages for each Director immediately after a Board of 

	 Directors meeting.

	 (b) Reasonable expenses incurred by Directors in relation to such other duties including 

	 entertainment of special guests to the club and other promotional activities performed by 

	 Directors which activities and the expenses are approved by the Board before payment is 

	 made on production of proper documentation of expenditure.

	 (c) Reasonable expenses for the holding of annual end of term of office dinner for Board of 		

	 Directors, their special guests and dignitaries.

	 (d) The reasonable cost of Directors and their spouses attending the General Meetings of 

	 affiliated professional associations.

	 (e) The reasonable cost of Directors attending seminars, lectures, trade displays and other 

	 similar events as may be determined by the Board of Directors from time to time.

Moved Greg Laird		  Seconded Paul Brady that the above agenda items 7(a) to 7(e) as 

recommended by the Board be adopted. 

GENERAL BUSINESS
	 No General Business matters raised.

	 Meeting closed at 10.35am.



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Following the disappointing financial result for last year (2009/2010) it is very pleasing to be able to 
report to members a surplus for the year of 2010/11 of $695,600. This surplus includes a profit on the 
sale of the Gordon Street cottage ($137,000) and several favourable adjustments in the area of GST. 
After allowing for these extraordinary, one off adjustments the surplus attributable to trading for the year 
was in excess of $500,000, an outstanding result. The advice we are receiving from industry sources 
and statistics would indicate that trading in clubs is still very difficult and many clubs throughout the 
State, including a number on the North Coast, are finding a surplus of any size almost impossible to 
achieve.

The other two major clubs in Port Macquarie continue to complete in a vigorous and aggressive manner 
and as reported on previous occasions these clubs have the resources and expertise of Mingara and 
Panthers to advise and assist. Our results would indicate that we are competing extremely well and that 
we are more than holding our own in the marketplace.

During the year under review there were two changes to the personnel of the Board. Treasurer Adrian 
Fakes resigned and was replaced by Mick Hayes and Reg Lucas resigned to concentrate his efforts 
in the demanding position of Men’s Club President. His position was filled by Ian Binder. Both Adrian 
and Reg have been excellent Directors during their terms of office and we thank them for their efforts. 
Mick and Ian have already shown that they will be good contributors in the administration of our club.

In 2008 the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) conducted, at the instigation of 
the Labor State Government, a comprehensive survey of the Club industry which resulted in IPART 
commending the industry and its role in the community with very few criticisms. One area of criticism, 
however, related to the qualifications, or lack of, of club directors throughout the industry to effectively 
oversee the Club’s business and future direction. The Clubs Directors Institute (CDI) has designed a 
series of courses and seminars in an effort to correct this problem and I am very pleased to report 
that the Directors of this club are embracing these programs and their attendances at these courses, 
seminars etc are excellent. Members should commend the Club Directors on their efforts in this area.

There is an old adage which says “if you fail to plan you plan to fail”. With this in mind your Board has 
spent a great deal of its time in strategically planning the future of our great club. Most of our planning 
has focused on the planned extension on No. 1 green which is at a stage where we could virtually 
start on this project tomorrow. However your board is exercising due diligence in delaying any start 
on this project until the Federal Government indicates exactly where it is heading with regard to the 
proposed “problem gambling” legislation which has emanated from the member for Denison (Tas), 
Andrew Wilkie and supported by the Prime Minister as part of the deal done to secure a minority 
government. The estimated catastrophic effect on clubs of the mandatory pre-commitment sought 
by Wilkie and supported by the government has the industry extremely worried as the estimates of 
the economical effect on clubs indicate many closures and losses of business and jobs. The club 
industry is hopeful that some sort of compromise can be reached although Wilkie has stated on several 
occasions that his support of the minority government is contingent on this legislation being passed 
in its “pre-commitment” form. I guess when you are dealing with governments it is hard to expect that 
common sense will prevail.

During the year several major tournaments have been staged at Port City culminating with the Ladies’ 
State Carnival in May which attracted some 1300 lady bowlers to the Mid North Coast area. Most clubs 
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in the Hastings were involved with the finals being held at Port City. The interest, publicity and financial 
benefits which this tournament and other major events created have reinforced your Board’s belief in 
the club’s ability to stage top class tournaments and the bowling clubs, both men and women, can rest 
assured that the Board will support efforts from the clubs to attract and stage major events in the future.

We have during the year seen many members and visitors enjoy our two catering venues, Club Buffet 
and Ocean Breeze Coffee Shop and we recognise their role in attracting patrons to our club.

I have on many occasions referred to the “unlisted” asset of our club, the staff, who once again have 
done a sterling job in serving and keeping our patrons happy. Whilst there are several new faces in the 
team the quality of service continues at a high level.

Our senior management team has had to face some new challenges with regular alterations to 
legislation in different areas and we have been required to adjust many of our procedures to comply 
with these alterations. Congratulations to Larry Collins, Donna Williams and Mick Garrihy for their 
continued excellent efforts.

It would be impossible to measure the amount of voluntary hours which our members contributed 
each year in the many areas where assistance is required therefore suffice to say that without these 
volunteers we would not be able to function as the great club that we are. A big thank you to all of 
these volunteers.

It is a feeling of great sadness and with sincere sympathies to the bereaved that we list our departed 
members. They will be sadly missed.

George Robberts	 Mildred Mackellar		  Edward Wallis
Reginald Wookey	 Robert Phillips		  Bill Serjeantson
June Hilton	 Helen Cameron		  Lorna Price
Noel Bobbin	 Ross Abercrombie		  John Brayshaw
Norma Dew	 Don Wall		  Margaret Low
Peter Brazier	 James Garlick		  Audrey Johnson
Doreen Hills	 Terry Langdown		  Desmond Toms
Dorothy Dugdale	 Kingsley Fielder		  Kevin Thornton
Margaret Luckett	 Jean Ebzery	 	 Roderick ‘Binks’ Mack
Ralph Gardiner	 John Westman	 	 Alicia ‘Flo’ Bailey
Kevin Sprague	 Keith Archibald		  Andrew McQuade
Laurence Martin	 Eric Kirby		  Russell Daniel
Kenneth Levitt	 James Donald		  Ralph Gardiner
Kenneth Stenhouse	 Don McLean		  Ernest Ford
Fredrick Bishop	 Joan Valler		  Dorothy Craig
Anne Fulmer	 Ken Davies		  Gwen Mayer
George Marks	 Mrs I. Alexander		  Greg Kemp
Betty Boileau	 Raymond Bailey		  Enda Slater	
Eileen Hanlon	 Alan Seager		  Iris Tinmouth
		
Bob Langham
Chairman
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TREASURER’S REPORT

On behalf of the Board I refer members to the Club’s Financial Statements which have been prepared in 

accordance with Australian Accounting Standards (including the Australian Accounting Interpretations) 

and the Corporations Act 2001 & comply with International Financial Reporting Standards.

The Financial Reports have been subject to independent audit by Northcorp Accountants (Registered 

Company Auditors) in accordance with corporation law and are subject to an unqualified Audit opinion 

on those reports.       

The Statement of Comprehensive Income (commonly referred to as “Profit & Loss” Statement) reflects 

a Net Profit for 2011 of $695,600 compared with $192,246 for 2010, a very impressive Net Profit in-

crease of 262%. 

The vagaries of modern accounting standards & accounting concepts require extraordinary items to be 

included in the Statement of Comprehensive Income often creating misleading or confusing results.” 

Normalised” Net Profit is often presented as a better reflection of operating results & performance.

	 2011	 2010

	 $	 $

Net Profit for year	 696,600	 192,246

Extraordinary items Non recurring

Capital Profit on sale of Gordon Street Cottage	 -137,194

Prior years GST Amendment Refunds	 -48,737	 +$12,500e

Insurance Recoveries	 -10,734

Development & Other Capital Costs written off	 	 +$40,000e

Normalised Net Profit	 499,935	 244,746

On this Normalised Net Profit basis the result is still an impressive increase of 104%.This result is also 

32% over budget. 

The improvement in results has been achieved by a mixture of increased revenue and reduction and 

control in costs. 

The positive Cash Flow from operating activities has resulted in the reduction in Bank Debt by $1 Million.

Snapshot of Performance                 

The following table reflects a snapshot of commonly used financial ratios and information applicable to 

financial performance of our club.

	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007

REVENUE	 8,870,605	 8,730,167	 8,681,396	 7,632,373	 8,181,411    

NET Profit	 695,600	 192,246	 504,883	 332,279	 910,773 

EBITDA *	 1,633,364	 1,183,177	 1,593,539	 1,454,284	 1,925,502                                                                    



EBITDA %	 18.4%	 13.6%	 18.4%	 19.1%	 23.5%         

NET ASSETS	 12,151,977	 11,456,377	 11,264,131	 10,759,248	 10,476,031                                                               

(at cost)                        

BANK DEBT	 700,000	 1,700,000	 2,300,000	 3,177,000	 1,050,000

MEMBERSHIP	 8,268	 8,117	 8,891	 9,253	 8,943 

*EBITDA is Earnings before interest tax depreciation & amortisation

Extracts from the IPART (Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal) Report on the Club Industry 

shows that clubs with EBITDA in our range area.             

EBITDA                          	 Financial Condition

10% to 15%	 	 Stable-sufficient cash flow to maintain operations

	 	 	 May find it difficult to reinvest & reinvent as required

15% to 20%	 	 Solid financial position – clubs need to critically

			   evaluate capital purchases

                       

My short tenure as Treasurer and board member has been interesting indeed (perhaps as a result of 

being on the “other side of the fence“). My work in particular involved familiarisation and information 

gathering and investigative work relevant to the financial operations of our club. Whilst my observation 

is that our club is on sound financial foundations, improvements and changes in financial management 

and corporate governance culture, along with strategic growth plans, are necessarily required to ensure 

long term success & viability. Actions are underway, being developed and implemented by your current 

board on an on-going basis to improve these areas with the objective of endeavouring to continue to 

balance our growing member needs within a structured and maintainable financial environment.

This task is made more difficult given the present unclear external environment in which we operate 

particularly in respect of poker machine trading. Our Club is economically dependent on gaming for the 

majority of its revenue and hopefully gaming laws will continue to support our club.

The club industry consensus suggests that net returns from gaming will diminish under the proposed 

mandatory pre-commitment legislation by more than 20% as well as substantial capital costs -in our 

case about $500,000 per annum will be taken off our bottom line resulting at best in reduction of our 

capacity to maintain our current level of services, facilities and benefits (including member discounts, 

promotions, bowling costs and sponsorships).

Interesting times lie ahead and hopefully a reasonable compromise on gaming can be reached & the 

general economic environment improve. 

Michael Hayes
Treasurer
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CEO’s REPORT

I would like to take the opportunity to present my report to the members for the 2010/2011 financial 

year. The current trading environment is still the most difficult and challenging for the management and 

boards of licensed clubs. We now have the Federal Labor Government targeting Clubs and endeavoring 

to introduce a disgraceful piece of legislation, being mandatory pre-commitment.

To gain power at the last Federal Election Prime Minister Gillard struck a deal to introduce mandatory 

pre-commitment for the playing of poker machines with Andrew Wilkie, an MP from Tasmania.

The Gillard/Wilkie deal takes away your rights as an individual to make a personal decision on 

how you spend your money and you now have the Government telling you how to live your life. 

The proposal recommends the following;

Every person wishing to play an electronic gaming device (poker machine) will need to register with a 

national data base and would receive an identification card.

All personal details would be stored on a national data base fully accessible by those in government.

Every club, hotel and casino would be linked to the central data base regardless of size or location.

The government will make it compulsory for every individual to pre-commit prior to playing a poker 

machine regardless of individual capability. Once you have played your pre-committed amount you 

would not be able to play another poker machine in Australia for a pre-determined time frame, minimum 

24 hour shut out.

Every gaming device (poker machine) would need to be replaced or modified to accept the technology 

(which has not yet be developed) at a cost of approximately $2.5 billion dollars to install nationwide. 

Cost to this club alone based on conservative estimates is $2.5 million dollars.

Another daily monitoring fee would have to be paid by the club to a central authority of approximately 

$250k per annum based on conservative estimates.

This proposed legislation is a disgrace and very misleading. Whilst these initiatives are being discussed, 

online gambling and betting agencies are freely advertising and promoted in all forms of media and 

what does the government do about that? Nothing.

Wilkie has stated that the mandatory pre-commitment will reduce revenues by up to 40%. This is a 

significant amount of money and would be unsustainable for any business and especially our club. 

The projected reduction for Port City Bowling Club would be approximately $6.75 million in clearance 

revenue which equates to $2.4 million in net gaming revenue and would almost certainly see the closure 

of YOUR CLUB. The flow on effect to local suppliers and community groups would be catastrophic.
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Clubs do an enormous amount for the community including schools, sporting clubs rotary, lions, 

charity groups and many more.

My question to you, as members, is what right does a politician from Tasmania have in telling you how 

to live your life and how to spend your money? In my opinion he should go back to Tasmania and stay 

there and stay out of the affairs of clubs.

I encourage you as members, your family and friends to stand up and fight for the club industry by 

writing to Mr. Rob Oakeshott Federal Member for Lynne and voicing your stand against mandatory pre-

commitment and persuade Mr. Oakeshott to vote against the legislation when introduced to Parliament.   

On a more positive note the Club has had a solid profit for the year, we have continued with our 

promotions for members and are currently conducting Viva Las Vegas, which will see us give away four 

holidays to Vegas.

Ticket in Ticket out (TITO) will be introduced into the Club in October this system will improve our 

service in the gaming area, when patrons press the collect button on any poker machine a ticket will 

be printed out immediately, this will negate waiting for a staff member to write out a payout docket.

The patron will be able to reinsert the ticket into any poker machine and continue to play their credits 

or take the ticket to the cashier to collect, a professional initiative to improve service.

We will again be conducting a fantastic New Years Eve Seafood and Asian banquet on Saturday 

December 31st the sensational Lamp Lighters will be playing there will be limited tickets available so I 

suggest that when tickets do go on sale get in quick to avoid disappointment.

I would like to congratulate Charlie Buchanan for his continued efforts and professionalism in building 

a strong bowls program for our Club. This year we have held the Ladies State Carnival, Tooheys Grade 

6 & 7 Triples, Aevum Singles, Combined Pairs Tournament with Westport and Panthers, New South 

Wales Juniors and the Members Only $5,000 Tournament.

Along with the aforementioned the following tournaments will be added to this year’s program Ladies 

Premier Cup, NSW Green Keepers Association State Championship, Australian Unity Pairs and State 

Presidents Singles & Pairs Championship. I would also like to congratulate Reg Lucas and Shirley 

Devine, their respective committees and members for a job well done over the past twelve months.

I would like to take the opportunity to thank Chairman Bob Langham and our Board for their continued 

support and diligence during the past 12 months. Members can be assured that our club will continue 

to be strong whilst we have a strong and unified board and management team.

Big thanks to Operations Manager Mick Garrihy, Administration Manager Donna Williams and Functions 

and Marketing Coordinator Jordan Humphries for their hard work, support and friendship during the 

past 12 months. They all do a fantastic job.
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To the Clubs Supervisors Mark Doherty, Richard Lake and the club’s wonderful staff I say thank you 

for your professionalism, the hard work you have put in and for delivering excellent service to our 

members.

Last but by no means least to our members, thank you for supporting your locally owned club, without 

the support from our members we don’t have a club.

Larry Collins

CEO  



CLUB LIMITED LIFE MEMBERS
Ron Limbert, Ray Graetz, Bob Kane, Ron Whitehead, Bob Langham, Rae Plews,  

Neville Schwartz, Rex Holihan

 

WOMEN’S BOWLING CLUB LIFE MEMBERS
Norma Schwartz, Frances Green, Robyn Biddle, Lorna Whitehead

 

MEN’S BOWLING CLUB
Noel Patterson, Keith Ison, Reg Lucas, Alan Cutler 

Mission statement

To promote the game of bowls, both socially and competitively, together with other sports as trends 

dictate; whilst providing superior recreational facilities and amenities for members, their families and 

guests to ensure their utmost enjoyment.
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PORT CITY BOWLING CLUB IN THE COMMUNITY

Port City Bowling Club is proud to support community, sporting, social and charity groups.

The Cerebral Palsy Alliance				    Port Macquarie Junior Breakers

Port Macquarie Public School (Deaf Camp)	 	 Port City Leagues Cricket Club

Port Macquarie Spastic Council 			   Port Macquarie Junior AFL

Rotary Community Centre				    Heritage Car Club

Alzheimer’s Australia NSW				    Port Macquarie Bridge Club

Port Macquarie Public School				   Port Macquarie Chess Club

Family Drug Support					     Blue Water Fishing Club

National Breast Cancer Association			   Bream & Bass Fishing Club

Hastings Cancer Trust					    Port Macquarie Fly Rodders

Relay For Life	 	 	 	 	 Port City Angling Club

JP’s Association NSW		 	 	 	 Movember – Prostate Cancer	

Hastings Senior Social Club				    World Greatest Shave

Probus Club of Oxley	 	 	 	 	 Jeans for Genes Day

Port Macquarie Probus Club	 	 	 	 Daffodil Day – Cancer Council

Mixed Probus Clubs of Port Macquarie	 	 	 National Bandana Day

Association of Independent Retirees	 	 	 The Vintage Ports

Residents Action Network				    Port Macquarie Croquet Club

The Deaf Society	 	 	 	 	 Port Macquarie City Church

Ignite Youth Church	 	 	 	 	 PM /Hastings Legacy Club

The Swimming Academy				    Port Macquarie Historical Society

Quota International					     Wauchope Delivered Meal Service

Australia Red Cross	 	 	 	 	 Riding for the Disabled Association

Give Me 5 for Kids	 	 	 	 	 North Coast Cancer Institute

Salvation Army					     Terry Kelly Memorial Bowls Day

Variety Club	 	 	 	 	 University of the 3rd Age	

Point Plomer Burns Victims				    Mick Sallustio Memorial Bowls Day

North Coast Combined H/S Lawn Bowls	 	 NEWIDAFE

Comboyne Community Preschool			   Sharks Rugby League Club

MNC Women’s Domestic Violence Support Network	 Mayor’s Sporting Fund	

Port Macquarie Tennis Club				    Ronald McDonald House	

Port Macquarie Body Boarders			   Port Macquarie Sea Scouts		

Port Macquarie Oncology Unit		
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 









 


  
  
 


 




 

  
 




  
 




 

  
  


  
 


 

 

  
 


  
 

 
 

  
  


  
 

 
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 







 

  
 





  
  
 

  
 




  
 

 
 

  
 




  
 

 
 












29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54





















Notes

64



Notes

65




